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TABLE 9.—2005 INTERIM BSAI AFA CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH SIDEBOARD LIMITS 1—Continued

PSC species Target fishery category 2 

Ratio of 
1995–1997 
AFA CV re-
tained catch 
to total re-

tained catch 

2005 Interim 
PSC limit 

2005 Interim 
AFA catcher 
vessel PSC 
sideboard 

limit 

Rockfish .......................................................................................... 0.0245 2,747 67 

1 Halibut mortality amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals. 
2 Target fishery categories are defined in regulation at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 
3 C. opilio Bycatch Limitation Zone. Boundaries are defined at Figure 13 of 50 CFR part 679. 
4 In October 2004, the Council recommended that the red king crab bycatch for trawl fisheries within the Red King Crab Savings Subarea be 

limited to 35 percent of the total allocation to the rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category (§ 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)). 
5 ‘‘Other flatfish’’ for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin 

sole, arrowtooth flounder. 

AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher 
Vessel Sideboard Limit Directed 
Fishing Closures 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that many of the interim 
AFA catcher/processor and catcher 
vessel sideboard limits listed in Table 

10 and 11 are necessary as incidental 
catch to support other anticipated 
groundfish fisheries for the 2005 fishing 
year. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the directed 
fishing allowances for the below species 
or species groups as zero. Therefore, in 

accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing by 
AFA catcher/processors for the species 
in the specified areas set out in Table 10 
and directed fishing by non-exempt 
AFA catcher vessels for the species in 
the specified areas set out in Table 11.

TABLE 10.—2005 INTERIM BSAI AFA LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD LIMIT DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
Incidental 

catch
allowance 

Sablefish trawl ............................................................ BS .................................................. Trawl .............................................. 4 
AI .................................................... Trawl .............................................. 0 

Rock sole .................................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 326 
Greenland turbot ......................................................... BS .................................................. all .................................................... 4 

AI .................................................... all .................................................... 1 
Arrowtooth flounder .................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 5 
Alaska plaice .............................................................. BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 2 
Pacific ocean perch .................................................... BS .................................................. all .................................................... 1 

Western AI ..................................... all .................................................... 4 
Central AI ....................................... all .................................................... 1 
Eastern AI ...................................... all .................................................... 12 

Northern rockfish ........................................................ BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 7 
Shortraker rockfish ..................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 2 
Rougheye rockfish ...................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 1 
Other rockfish ............................................................. BS .................................................. all .................................................... 3 

AI .................................................... all .................................................... 4 
Squid ........................................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 6 
Other species ............................................................. BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 46 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

TABLE 11.—2005 INTERIM BSAI AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD LIMIT DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear 
Incidental 

catch
allowance 

Pacific cod .................................................................. BSAI ............................................... hook-and-line ................................. 0 
BSAI ............................................... pot .................................................. 5 
BSAI ............................................... jig .................................................... 0 

Sablefish ..................................................................... BS .................................................. trawl ................................................ 23 
AI .................................................... trawl ................................................ 10 

Atka mackerel ............................................................. Eastern AI/BS ................................ jig .................................................... 0 
Eastern AI/BS ................................ other ............................................... 15 
Central AI ....................................... all .................................................... 1 
Western AI ..................................... all .................................................... 0 

Greenland Turbot ....................................................... BS .................................................. all .................................................... 37 
AI .................................................... all .................................................... 3 

Arrowtooth flounder .................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 176 
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TABLE 11.—2005 INTERIM BSAI AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD LIMIT DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear 
Incidental 

catch
allowance 

Pacific ocean perch .................................................... BS .................................................. all .................................................... 41 
Western AI ..................................... all .................................................... 0 
Central AI ....................................... all .................................................... 1 
Eastern AI ...................................... all .................................................... 8 

Northern rockfish ........................................................ BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 9 
Shortraker rockfish ..................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 0 
Rougheye rockfish ...................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 0 
Other rockfish ............................................................. BS .................................................. all .................................................... 0 

AI .................................................... all .................................................... 1 
Squid ........................................................................... BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 104 
Other species ............................................................. BSAI ............................................... all .................................................... 313 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

Classification 

This action is authorized under 50 
CFR 679.20 and is exempt from review 
under Executive Order 12866. 

Because this action is a final action by 
NMFS, analyses required under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act must be 
completed and considered by the 
agency before promulgation of the 
interim harvest specifications. 

Section 679.20(c)(2) requires NMFS to 
specify harvest specifications to be 
effective January 1 and to remain in 
effect until superceded by the final 
harvest specifications. Without interim 
harvest specifications in effect on 
January 1, the groundfish fisheries 
would not be able to open, resulting in 
disruption within the fishing industry. 
NMFS cannot publish interim harvest 
specifications until proposed harvest 
specifications are completed because 
the interim harvest specifications are 
derived from the proposed harvest 
specifications, as required by 
regulations at § 679.20(c)(2). 

The proposed harvest specifications 
are based on the preliminary 
recommendations of the Plan Team, 
which were reviewed by the Scientific 
and Statistical Committee, and Council 
in October 2004, in projecting 2005 
biomass amounts, as identified in the 
2003 SAFE Report, for the 2005 
proposed ABC, overfishing levels, and 
TAC amounts. The Plan Team 
recommendations incorporate the most 
current data available from a number of 
sources, including current-year industry 
catch levels, and current-year trawl and 
hydro-acoustic surveys. These data are 
not available in time for Council review 
prior to the October Council meeting, as 
the surveys are conducted during the 
summer months, and industry catch 
levels reflect current year activity. These 

updated data sources represent the best 
available scientific information. These 
data provide the basis for the proposed 
and interim harvest specifications. 

The proposed harvest specifications, 
as required by § 679.20(c)(1)(i)(A), must 
be published as soon as practicable after 
consultation with the Council, which 
occurs at the Council’s October meeting. 
Because the interim harvest 
specifications are derived from the 
proposed harvest specifications, the 
proposed harvest specifications 
publication requirement, along with the 
requirement of National Standard 2 of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act to use the 
best scientific information available, 
prevents NMFS from publishing the 
interim harvest specifications in 
sufficient time to have a public 
comment period and to have the interim 
harvest specifications effective on 
January 1. 

As stated above, disruption to the 
fishing industry and consequent 
impacts to fishing communities and to 
the public would occur if the interim 
harvest specifications were not effective 
January 1. Additionally, the public is 
provided an opportunity to comment on 
the proposed harvest specifications, 
from which the interim harvest 
specifications are derived. For these 
reasons, good cause exists under 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) to waive prior notice 
and opportunity for public comment on 
this action as such procedures would be 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. 

Likewise, the Assistant Administrator 
finds good cause to waive the 30-day 
delay in effectiveness date of the interim 
harvest specifications. Section 
679.20(c)(2) requires NMFS to establish 
interim harvest specifications to be 
effective on January 1 and to remain in 
effect until superseded by the 

publication of final harvest 
specifications by the Office of the 
Federal Register. NMFS interprets 
§ 679.20(c)(2) as requiring the filing of 
interim harvest specifications with the 
Office of the Federal Register before any 
harvest of groundfish is authorized. The 
interim harvest specifications are based 
on the 2005 proposed harvest 
specifications. 

The interim harvest specifications 
rely on data used to propose the 2005 
harvest specifications, and those data 
are not available until after the summer 
surveys are conducted (see above). 
Without interim harvest specifications 
in effect on January 1, the groundfish 
fisheries would not be able to open on 
that date, resulting in disruption to the 
fishing industry. These reasons 
constitute good cause pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(d)(3) to waive the 30-day 
delay in effectiveness date. 

Because these interim harvest 
specifications are not required to be 
issued with prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553, or any other 
law, the analytical requirements of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act do not apply. 
Consequently, no regulatory flexibility 
analysis has been prepared for this 
action.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., 1801 et 
seq., and 3631 et seq.; 16 U.S.C. 1540(f); Pub. 
L. 105–277, Title II of Division C; Pub L. 106–
31, Sec. 3027; Pub L. 106–554, Sec. 209; and 
Pub. L. 108–199, Sec. 803.

Dated: December 15, 2004. 
Rebecca Lent, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–27735 Filed 12–22–04; 8:45 am] 
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